
 

 
How your business can support Earth Hour 2010  
 
At 8:30pm on Saturday, March 27, 2010 , towns and cities across the world will turn off their 
lights for one hour sending a powerful global message that by acting together, we can take a 
stand against climate change.  
 
In 2009 over 1.5 million kiwi adults took part in Earth Hour– that equates to 51% of New 
Zealand’s population!  It was a massive success, and businesses just like yours helped 
create it.   
 
Here are the top 5 ways  your business can take part in Earth Hour in 2010.  
If you would like further information, contact Earth Hour Project Manager. 
 
1) Turn out lights at 8:30pm Saturday 27 March 2010  

Turn out the lights in your buildings, facilities and signage for one hour at 8:30pm on 
Saturday, March 27, 2010. For larger buildings, the facilities and building managers may 
need to plan this well in advance. Show your support for Earth Hour by signing up your 
business at www.earthhour.org.nz. We’ll send you regular updates on the Earth Hour 
campaign. 

 
2) Communicate Earth Hour to partners, 

clients, suppliers and your national 
offices/branches 
Spread the Earth Hour message to clients, partners and 
suppliers through email signatures, your website, billing 
notices, face-to-face meetings and newsletters. Talk to 
your offices in other cities both nationally and around the 
world, and explain what you are doing to support the 
movement. Encourage organisation-wide participation.  
 

3) Communicate Earth Hour to your staff 
Business support for Earth Hour is about every level of your 
organisation becoming involved, from CEO and Board members 
through all staff levels. 
 
Communicate your involvement in Earth Hour to all 
staff using email and other newsletters, posters, 
intranet, SMS, website, staff associations and 
committees. Encourage staff, colleagues and their families 
to take part in Earth Hour on Saturday 27 March. 

 
4) Communicate Earth Hour to your 

customers 
Communicate your support of Earth Hour to your customers, encourage them to take part 
in Earth Hour on March 27 and commit to long-term emissions reductions. It’s also and 
opportunity to promote your sustainability and CSR goals in the week or month running 



 
up to Earth Hour. (Resources downloadable from www.earthhour.org.nz ) 
 
·  Include a link to the Earth Hour website/rebadge you homepage/host an Earth Hour 

banner on your homepage  
·  Include Earth Hour in any email or SMS bulletins you send to customers 
·  Include Earth Hour messages on bills/statements/catalogues/other  printed material 

you send to customers 
·  Promote Earth Hour with posters or flyers in 
 stores/branches/terminals/foyers/stadiums/shopping centres 
·  Promote an Earth Hour event or product such as candlelit 

dinners, free re-usable shopping bags give-aways, energy 
efficient appliances promotions. 

·  Does your business have video screens, radio or other 
broadcast services where you can run Earth Hour 
TVC, radio ad or a logo frame/slide?  

·  Are there other ways you can spread the Earth Hour 
message through your facilities, services, products 
and channel? 

 
 
5) Make change an everyday part of your 

business  
Earth Hour is not just about one hour, it’s about making long-term changes to the way we 
use electricity and resources both in the workplace and at home. Simple changes are 
achievable and are part of responsible business practice. 

 
·  Turning off lights after hours, when not needed, or installing motion-sensor lighting.  
·  Turning off printers, computers, monitors, microwaves and coffee machines at the 

power point at the end of the working day.  
·  Providing recycling and compost facilities in kitchen areas 
·  Selecting energy efficient machinery and appliances 
·  Support staff who walk or cycle to work by providing shower facilities and cycle 

racks 
·  Measure your business’ carbon footprint at www.carbonzero.co.nz  
·  Join the Sustainable Business Network for support and resources 

 
These are just some of the ways your business can practice Earth Hour, every hour. 
 
And don’t forget to let us know what you are doing.  
Earth Hour has many opportunities to feature what your business is doing to support the 
initiative, from media and PR through to the Earth Hour website and email bulletins. Contact 
the Earth Hour Project Manager  to discuss potential media opportunities to promote your 
business. 

 
Earth Hour project manager: 

Lee Barry 
04 471 4297  

lbarry@wwf.org.nz  
 

 www.earthhour.org.nz  
 

 See the light. Switch off 
 8.30pm, Saturday March 27, 2010  


